Introduction
In mammals, tissue damage, inflammation or invasion by pathogenic micro-organisms induces systemic changes, collectively known as the acute phase response. Among the varied alterations, which together produce this response, are fever, decreased plasma iron and zinc concentrations and changes in white blood cell counts. [1] [2] [3] [4] Bacteria require large amounts of iron and zinc for cell growth, particularly at elevated temperature, and the ability of the host to remove these trace elements from tissue fluids seems to be a fundamental host defence mechanism. [4] [5] [6] The intensity of the body temperature response, the decrease in trace metal concentrations and the change in white blood cell counts (WBC) may vary depending on the type of invading micro-organism or bacterial toxin given. 3 In the present study, the rate of rise and time of peak elevation in fever induced by r.BolFN_ differed from these parameters in r.BolL_l/ (Figure 1) 
